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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 12530 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: PFOR IT US ET SO 

SUBJECT: CONSULTATIONS ON AFRICA WITH ITALIANS; ETHIOPIA- SOMALIA 
DISPUTE 

FROM NEWSOM 

1. DURNG NOVEMBER 13 DISCUSSION WITH ITALIAN FOREIGN MINISTRY 
UNDERSECRETARY PEDINI, NEWSOM TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO BRIEF HIM ON 
SOMALIA/ETHIOPIAN TENSIONS ON BASIS OF NEWSOM’S RECENT VISITS 
TO ADDIS AND KHARTOUM. NEWSOM SAID THAT SITUATION WAS TENSE 
AND ETHIOPIANS SEEMED MORE ALARMED THAN EVER. NEWSOM SAID 
US WORRIED ABOUT SITUATION AS ETHIOPIANS SEE SOVIET ARMS AID 
TO SOMALIS AS MORTAL DANGER TO ETHIOPIA AND ARE PRESSING 
FOR MORE US MILITARY AID. INTHIS REGARD, NEWSOM SAID WE 
ARE SOING WHAT WE CAN BUT WHAT WE CAN DO IS LIMITED. 

NEWSOM SAID THAT HE HAD SPOKEN TO PRESIDENT NUMERIRY AND 
URGED THAT EIGHT NATION COMMISSION GET TO WORK. NEWSOM SAID 
THAT COMMISSION SUGGESTIONS FOR 50 KILOMETER ETHIOPIAN 
TROOP WITHDRAWAL FROM BORDER, AND THAT COMMISSION UNDERTAKE 
BORDER DEMARCATION HAD BEEN REJECTED RESPECTIVELY BY ETHIOPIANS 
AND SOMALIS. 
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2. NEWSOM ASSERTED WE MUST URGE AFRICANS TO GET PROBLEM SOLVED, 
AND SAID WE HAVE TAKEN SERIOUSLY RECENT ITALIAN MESSAGE TO USG 
PASSED THROUGH AMBASSADOR ORTONA. NEWSOM NOTED THAT SOVIETS 
COULD EXPLOIT SITUATION. 

3. PEDINI RESPONDED WITH HIS IMPRESSION OF SOMALI PRESIDENT 
SAID AS A SUFFICIENTLY BALANCED AND PRUDENT MAN WHO IS 
CONSCIOUS OF POTENTIALLY DOMINANT SOVIET PRESENCE IN SOMALIA, 
AND DESIROUS OF BALANCING WESTERN PRESENCE PARTICULARLY 
FROM ITALY. PEDINI NOTED THAT SAID WANTS GRADUAL RAPPROACHMENT 
WITH US AND THAT THIS MESSAGE HAS ALSO BEEN PASSED TO USG 
THROUGH ORTONA. PEDINI EXPRESSED VIEW THAT SOVIETS WERE NOT 
RPT NOT EGGING SAID ON AGAINST ETHIOPIANS. HE THEN ASKED 

WHAT NEWSOM SAW AS POSSIBLE SOLUTION FOR SOMALIA/ETHIOPIAN 
DISPUTE. NEWSOM SAID US HAD NO PRECISE PLAN, BUT THAT HE 
CONTINUED TO FEEL SOLUTION MAY BE ULTIMATELY IN ECONOMIC 
COOPERATION. DISCOVERY OF OIL AND GAS IN AGANDEN WHICH COULD 
BE MOST CHEAPLY EVACUATED THROUGH SOMALIA WAS NEW AND 
SIGNIFICANT ELEMENT. VOLPE 
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